WHY CHRISTIANITY ?

You are a king, then!” said Pilate.

Jesus answered, “You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”

“What is truth?” Pilate asked.





- John 18: 37-38a

The paper attempts to provide a brief answer to the above question: Why Christianity? through a logical question and answer format. The answers presented are in extremely abbreviated form and the reader is encouraged to verify and research further the questions posed through the references listed at the end. Hopefully, for believers, this document will serve to strengthen their faith – reminding us that we are not asked to have blind faith in something or someone, but faith grounded on credible and reliable evidences. For the seeker, it is hoped that this paper will begin to awaken a hunger or thirst for the truth – a truth that is knowable, and as we believe, in the person of Jesus.

Q. Can you prove the existence of God?

Absolutely not – at least as is typically meant by that term. “Proving” something really implies the use of the scientific method involving a 5 step process – (a) form a hypothesis (b) collect data (c) perform repeated experiments (d) test the hypothesis (e) draw conclusions. We cannot do this with the existence of God, characters in history, or a variety areas of life. For example, proving whether someone is “guilty” of a crime does not involve such a process, but rather engages something referred to as the rules of evidence.  These legal proceedings allow us to weigh the evidence  - not just a single piece – and compare it to a certain threshold of judgement. In our court system, this often refers to judgements of a reasonable person or beyond a reasonable doubt. Therefore, the purpose of this discussion is to present the evidence for the existence of God specifically revealed in the person of Jesus of Nazareth .

Q. Is there really any evidence that God exists?

Good question. Hebrews 11:16 says that “He who would come to God must believe that He exists and that He is a rewarder of those that diligently seek Him”. There are a variety of evidences from science, statistics, and philosophy for belief in a supreme being…

· 2nd Law of Thermodynamics: according to this law, the amount of usable energy in the universe is decreasing, i.e. a continuing heat loss. The universe is slowing or running down. This shatters the idea of a steady state universe that was never created, but always existed. It had to be created out of nothing … from some Creator. True atheist will tend to make this argument, but recent cosmological data disproves it.

· The Impossibility of Life From Non-Life: the atheist argument is that the universe existed devoid of life, a “prebiotic soup” and that over time pure through pure chance the necessary conditions for life just happened to bring life into existence. However, the probability of that happening is one chance raised to the 40,000 power. This is the same probability that a tornado when passing over a junkyard could by chance accidentally assemble a Boeing 747 in perfect working order.

· Information Theory & DNA – information theory shows that information patterns of a written language can be expressed mathematically. When DNA was recently studied, it was shown that mathematical patterns in language and in DNA were exactly the same. Information of this type implies a source, an intelligent source – a creator of the first living cell.

· The Anthropic Principle – Dr. Robert Jastrow (founder and director of NASA’s Godderd Institute and noted scientific author) explained how a slight increase in nuclear forces would have resulted in stars made mostly of helium. These stars would have a much shorter life span – a span allowing life too little time to develop according to evolution. Therefore, the universe was created within a very narrow set of limits in such a way for man to dwell – implying intelligence, a Creator, a God. Jean Paul Sartre, the famous French Existentialist, was a devout atheist. His writings depict an absurd world, absurd because God was absent, because there was no immortality after death. But at the end of his life, he seemed to chance his mind. He wrote:

I do not feel that I am a product of chance, a speck of dust in the universe, but someone who was expected, prepared, prefigured. In short, a being whom only a Creator could put there; and this idea of a creating hand refers to God.

· The Intrinsic Existence of Good and Evil – in a pure atheistic framework, there are really no intrinsic concepts like good and evil. They are just social developments to promote order within a species. However, there are some things, regardless of society, that we acknowledge as intrinsically good. For example, a solider leaping on a grenade to save people he barely knew.  Likewise, there are things that really are evil – child molesting, needless torture of the innocent, etc. If these concepts are truly intrinsic, they must have a source – an origin that generated moral absolutes. God. 

Q. What are the chances that life evolved strictly through Darwin’s process of Natural Selection – a process directed by pure chance without a creative intelligence?

According to Dr. Chandra Wickramsinghe, 

“ if you start with a simple micro-organism, regardless of how it arose, and that single organizational and informational unit was copied time and time again on itself, does it accumulate enough copying errors, enough mistakes in genetic copying, and do these accumulation of copying errors lead to the diversity of living forms that one sees on earth? Absolutely not! The pile of copying errors could have 2 effects (1) it could improve the genotype for survival (2) it could decrease the survival characteristics of that particular form. If you consider the balance between the two effects, it turns out that it’s always the destructive component that wins. For every favorable mutation there will be hundreds of unfavorable mutations. Therefore, the progression is steadily downward regardless of the time involved.”

Q. Couldn’t you argue against the existence of God by the following…

· if God is good, he would defeat evil

· if God is all powerful, he could defeat evil

· evil, however, is not defeated – a fact plainly obvious

· therefore, such a God could not exist!

The problem with this is the 3rd premise. The bible submits that evil will be dealt with once and for all – in the book of Revelation. The devil and those whose names are not written in the Book of Life with be cast in the lake of fire and there will appear a new heaven and a new earth.

Q. How about this argument against God’s existence…

· an all-wise and all-good all powerful God must have a reason for permitting all evil

· there is no good reason for some evil

· therefore, no such God exists
A counter argument could be…

· an all-wise and all good, all powerful God has a good reason for everything that happens

· it must be a wise reason because he is wise

· he must have permitted it because he is all powerful

· evil does occur

· therefore, such a God has a good reason for permitting all kinds of evil.

The bible tells us that God has a reason for allowing all circumstances to impact our lives. These reasons could range from growth in our character, evolving our earthly perspective into an eternal one, and  revealing truth about the character and relational aspects of Himself.

Q. Why should we start our search for God with Christianity & the bible?

On April 8, 1996 something unique happened in the history of publishing. All three major news magazines – Time, Newsweek, and U.S. News & World Report – carried cover stories on the same person: Jesus. Because of this person, Christianity has become the largest religion in the world claiming almost 2 billion people. Naploeon Bonaparte once said:

“I know men; and I tell you that Jesus Christ is no mere man. Between Him and every other person in the world, there is no possible term of comparison. Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne, and I have founded empires. But on what did we rest the creations of our genius? Upon force. Jesus Christ founded His empire upon love; and at this hour millions of men would die for Him… There is not a God in heaven, if a mere man was able to conceive and execute successfully the gigantic design of making Himself the object of supreme worship, but usurping the name of God. Jesus alone dared to do this”

If you were doing research on a particular subject, wouldn’t you first go to a source that is quoted the most – a source with more commentaries, expositions, references, etc, than any other source around? The bible is by far the most published source on God in the world. It makes sense to at least begin there, to examine with an open mind the most popular book in the entire world. It is unique because it speaks of a God that became a man in the person of Jesus Christ, demonstrating his deity by miracles and the forgiveness of sins, died, and was resurrected -  a fact that to this day has not been adequately explained by the critics.

Q. If there is a God, what would we expect Him to be like?

If good (a desirable thing) and evil (an undesirable thing) are intrinsic in nature with a source, than we would expect that source to be 100% good. The bible speaks of this concept as His holiness. We would also expect his knowledge and power to be unparalleled since that source created all we see today. The bible paints this picture of God throughout history through the creation story in Genesis, miracles with Moses and the Red Sea, and the resurrection of Christ.

Jesus, God manifested in human form, performed the following miracles…

· heals a leper

· heals a paralytic

· cures a fever

· heals a nobleman’s son

· cures physical infirmities

· heals a withered hand

· cures blindness

· heals ten lepers

· heals a severed ear

· curses dropsy

· turns water into wine

· stills a storm

· miracles in fishing

· feeds thousands miraculously

· walks on water

· gets a gold coin from a fish

· kills a fig tree with his words

· resurrects Jairus’ daughter

· resurrects a widow’s son

· resurrects Lazaris

Christianity rests its foundations on these miracles, unlike Hinduism and most or all other religions. Israel was brought into existence by a miracle – parting of the Red Sea and plagues on Pharaoh. The Law was given by miracles and God’s prophets demonstrated their authenticity by miracles. This is what we would expect from an omnipotent God.

Q. But is the bible reliable and accurate? Wasn’t it written so long ago that it can’t be trusted? Common sense says that errors would creep in over a long period of time.

There are numerous evidences supporting the reliability of the bible. First, the bible is not a book. It is a collection of books – 66 to be exact. It was written over a 1500 year time span over 40 generations by a variety of authors from all walks of life – doctors to fishermen. There are generally three good ways to examine the reliability of any ancient book – from the Iliad to today’s modern bible…

· The number and dates of ancient copies or manuscripts of the book

· The number and composition of errors between the earliest copies and today’s document

· Confirmation of archeology concerning historical locations and events

The number and dates of ancient copies or manuscripts of the book – There are over 24,000 manuscripts copies in existence today for portions of the new testament. There is no other document in the world as old as the New Testament scriptures where the interval of time between the composition of the book and the earliest ancient copy is so short. The New Testament was written between 40 and 100 A.D. and the earliest copy yet discovered is 125 A.D. The book by Homer “The Iliad” is the only piece of literature that even comes close – with the time lapse being 500 years vs. 25 years for the New Testament.

Author
When Written
Earliest Copy
Time Span
No. of Copies

Caesar
59 B.C.-A.D.17
900 A.D.
1,000 years
10

Plato (Tetralogies)
427-347 B.C.
1100 A.D. 
1,000 years
7

Sophocles
496-406 B.C.
1000 A.D.
1400 years
193

Homer (Iliad)
900 B.C.
400 B.C.
500 years
643

New Testament 
40-100 A.D. 
125 A.D.
25 years
Over 24,000

Both the Iliad and the Bible were considered “sacred” and both underwent textual changes and criticism of their Greek manuscripts. The New Testament has about 20,000 lines. The Iliad has about 15,600 lines. Only 40 lines (400 words) of the New Testament are in doubt whereas 764 lines of the Iliad are questioned. This five-percent textual corruption compares with one half of one percent of similar emendations in the New Testament.

The number and composition of errors between the earliest copies and today’s document – In February or March of 1947 a Bedouin shepherd boy named Muhammad was searching for a lost goat. He tossed a stone into a hole in a cliff on the west side of the Dead Sea, about eight miles south of Jericho. To his surprise he heard the sound of shattering pottery. Investigating, he discovered an amazing sight. On the floor of the cave were several large jars containing leather scrolls, wrapped in linen cloth. Because the jars were carefully sealed, the scrolls had been preserved in excellent condition for nearly 1,900 years. They were placed there in 68 A.D.– the Dead Sea Scrolls. The Scrolls were dated 1,000 years earlier than the earliest manuscripts of the Old Testament. They were word for word 95% identical to the Hebrew we have in our modern bibles. The 5% difference were punctuation and spelling errors and do not affect the meaning of the text in the least.

Confirmation of archeology concerning historical locations and events – “It may be stated categorically that no archeological evidence has ever contradicted a biblical reference. For example…

· Genesis derives the ancestry of Israel from Mesopotamia. This is confirmed by archeology.

· Genesis 11:1 “the whole earth was of one language and one speech” before the Tower of Babel. This is confirmed by archeology.

· In the genealogy of Esua, there is mention of the Horite (Gen. 36:20). This is confirmed by archeology.

· Jericho (Joshua 6:20) the walls fell inward when attacked; imploding. This is not what one would expect to happen, the walls were not constructed that way. This is confirmed by archeology.

· The genealogy of Abraham - This is confirmed by archeology.

Conclusion: If one discards the bible as being unreliable, then he must also discard just about all other ancient literature. From a historical and archeological standpoint, the bible should be considered both reliable and accurate.

Q. What is the main message of the bible?

It’s simple. Relationship lost / Relationship restored. It begins with telling of man’s creation in the Garden of Eden and his rejection of fellowship with the creator through the introduction of sin. The remainder of the bible discusses how God used the nation of Israel to teach people about the character of God and show them they could never live up to all that was required to know him. At the fullness of time, the bible tells us God became a man in the person of Jesus Christ to provide an atonement for sin – a means of forgiveness to restore true fellowship with the creator. He was crucified for the sins of the world and by accepting his sacrifice, man can have eternal life tomorrow and an abundant life today filled with purpose for living.

Q. Isn’t it true that some books in the New Testament were questioned?

Yes, in fact six books were in question at one time:


Hebrews: because the author is unknown. However, it is accepted as having apostolic authority, if not apostolic  authorship.


James: Because of conflict with Paul’s teaching about salvation by faith alone.


2 Peter: Because the style differs from 1Peter. But Peter used a scribe to write 1Peter (5:12), who many have helped him smooth out his Greek.


2&3rd John: Because the author is called “elder”, not an apostle. However, Peter called himself an elder too (1Peter 5:1)


Jude: Because he refers to the Book of Enoch and the Assumption of Moses. He does not call them scripture, but like Paul refers to pagan poets, Jude refers to these writings.


Revelation – Because it teaches a 1000 year reign of Christ which was taught later by a cult. However, it was accepted as truth by the earliest church fathers.

Q. What  about the Apocrypha?

This refers to the 14 to 15 books written between the 3rd and 1st century A.D. Early copies were found along the with the Dead Sea Scrolls, and have old dates in copies of Greek. The Catholic church puts these in the New Testament. However, church leaders accepted their authenticity long after they were originally written and none claim to be the inspired Word of God. Some even denied that it is inspired (1 Maccabees 9:27). They were added to the Catholic bible in 1546 at the Council of Trent.

Q. What  about the Gnostic Gospels?

There were forgeries – using the name of some apostle rather than their own. 

Q. How was the Old Testament books passed on from generation to generation?

(1) Oral Traditions – story of the Flood, Genesis, etc. in poetic form.

(2) Written on animal skins

(3) Copies made carefully, incorrect copies were destroyed. Count letters across page, etc, and for each paragraph. A. religious ceremony was performed every time the word of God was written. Extreme reverence.

(4) Greek translation of the Old Testament called the Septuagint. 2nd or 3rd century.

Q. Aren’t their some obvious errors in the Bible?

There are some numerical “errors” in the Old Testament. However, these errors do not change the meaning of the text in the least. Take the following examples. They represent instances where copy (transmission) errors were made over the years.

Example: 2 Samuel 10:18 records the number of charioteers killed by David as 700. 1 Chronicles 19:18 lists 7,000 killed in that incident – off by a factor of 10.

Example: 1 Chronicles 36:9 – while Jehoidia is listed as 8 years old when he became king rather than 18 years old as in 2 Kings 24:8.

Example: 1 Kings 4:26 multiplies the number of Solomon’s stalls by 10 (40,000) rather than 4,000 in 2 Chronicles 9:25.

Q. What about all this talk about INERRENCY in the bible?

Q. Isn’t the bible full of contradictions?  For example, Matthew’s genealogy of Christ is different than Luke’s.

There are a number of apparent contradictions in the bible when casually read. However, when examined correctly on a case by base basis, all can be adequately explained. In the case of Christ’s genealogy, the authors are giving the family line of Christ from the mother’s side, Mary  vs. the father’s side – the royal lineage of Joseph. This is because the books were written from different perspectives for different audiences.  Luke’s theme was Christ – the Son of Man vs. Matthew’s was Christ the King. In studying any ancient literature, conclusions should never be arrived at upon casual reading. Consideration should be given to the intended audience, the culture and traditions of the day, the author’s purpose in writing, and most importantly the context of the passages. There is a plethora of explanations in biblical literature for readers seriously interested in these types of issues.

Q. For now, let’s assume the bible is a reliable historical document and that a person named Jesus lived 2000 years ago. Most would just say that Jesus was a good teacher, but that’s it. Why not leave it at that?

You could say a number of things about Jesus, but simply labeling him as “just a good moral teacher” is not one of them. Jesus did teach on a variety of moral topics. However, Jesus also claimed to be God. If he wasn’t really God, it makes more sense to classify him as a liar or lunatic. Furthermore, he encouraged his disciples to follow his teachings – teachings that lead to horrible deaths. Someone who is simply a good moral teacher would not lead people in that direction.

Q. Did Jesus really claim to be God?

Yes he did, although some religious organizations (Jehovah’s Witnesses) argue otherwise. For example, when directly asked this question at his trial, Jesus answered with the Jewish phrase “BEFORE ABRAHAM WAS, I AM” (John 8:58). To you and me this seems like somewhat of an irrelevant answer, but to the Jews of the time, this meant Jesus was equating himself to Jehovah God. To the Jewish leaders, he could not have said anything more blasphemous as indicated by their reaction in the scriptures. In addition, Jesus claimed to forgive sins. See Mark 14:61-64, John 10:30-33, Acts 8:22, John 20:27-29.

Q. Claiming to forgive sins doesn’t mean you claim to be God, does it?

Absolutely not! I can forgive you if you wrong me, hurt my feelings, or cause me physical injury. However, if I claim to forgive someone for doing injury to you, that’s a different thing, indeed. That is exactly what Jesus did throughout the New Testament. That is a God kind of thing.

Q. What are some evidences that Jesus was who he claimed to be – GOD?

Let’s start with the laws of probability and what are called Messianic Prophecies. Biblical commentaries say Jesus fulfilled about 300 prophecies in the Old Testament. However, many of these prophecies could be fulfilled at will (deliberately – such as riding into Jerusalem on a donkey as predicted by scriptures). On the other hand, a number of these prophecies were really outside of Jesus’ control, so to speak. For example, take only 8 of these types of prophecies…

· Place of birth 

· Time of birth

· Manner of birth

· Betrayal

· Manner of death

· Reactions of people

· Piercing of the body

· Burial

Given the law of probability, the odds that one person could fulfill all 8 prophecies is 1 in 1017 . How small is that number? Well, if we took 1017 silver dollars, it would cover the state of Texas 2 feet deep. Now we blindfold you and ask you to find on the first try a specific single dollar which we randomly placed in the pile. Even though we can numerically describe any probability, the chances are essentially zero. Again, this should not be considered “proof” in itself, but mounting evidence in considering the claims of Christ.

One other prophecy is particularly noteworthy…The timing of the Messiah’s appearance…Genesis 49:10 – “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until Shiloh comes, and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.” The prophecy indicates the Messiah will arrive at a time while the Jews would have both the identity of Judah (national identity) and judicial power (the scepter - the power to pass capital punishment). The loss of Judah’s national identity began with the appearance of Herod the Great on the throne – who had no Jewish blood and was not a member of the Tribe of Levi. The Sanhedrin (the Jewish governing body) at the time of Christ had lost the right to pass capital judgement rulings. This loss of judicial power came about 23 years before the trial of Jesus. What this means is that Jesus was born before that power was taken away from the nation of Israel, fulfilling the prophecy in Genesis 49:10.

Q. Other than biblical prophecies, what other evidences exists that Jesus was who he said he was?

Generally these evidences center around miracles surrounding Jesus birth, public ministry, and his death. Having trouble believing in miracles? …

Q. You mentioned miracles surrounding his death – in particular his Resurrection. What evidences exist to support the idea that Jesus rose from the grave?

The evidences surrounding the resurrection of Christ represent perhaps the strongest arguments for the Christian faith. The resurrection of Jesus is paramount to Christianity. It is a historical event that cannot be explained away. Without it, the Christian faith would collapse. The famous legal authority, Dr. Simon Greenleaf came to the conclusion that according to the laws of legal evidence used in courts of law, that there is more evidence for the historical fact of the resurrection of Jesus than just about any other event in human history. The famous ancient historian, Dr. Paul Maier said “If all the evidence is weighed carefully and fairly, it is indeed justifiable, according to the canons of historical research, to conclude that the tomb in which Jesus was buried was actually empty on the morning of the first Easter. And no shred of evidence has yet been discovered in literary sources, epigraphy,  or archeology that would disprove this statement.”

 In examining this very important question, it is necessary to first look at the background leading up to Jesus’ execution. 


1). Jesus’ situation had the attention of the most prominent and powerful Jewish leaders of the time. The Jews and the Romans went to the trouble of having 6 distinct trials to condemn Jesus to death:

· Annas, the high priest (John 18:13)

· Caiaphes (Matthew 26:57)

· Sanhedrian (Matthew 26:59)

· Pilot (Matthew 27:2)

· Herod (Luke 23:7)

· Pilot (Luke 23: 11-25)

2). Political Motives – The question asked by the Roman government to Jesus “Are you the King of the Jews?” had serious political implications and was really the only justification that the Roman government could use to execute the death penalty.

4). Jewish Motives – The Jews themselves were afraid of Jesus for a number of reasons. First, Jesus criticized and questioned their authority and teaching positions. Second,  a Jewish uprising could lead to occupation of Jerusalem by the Roman legions and a removal of their current power in the Jewish community. Finally, Jesus’ view of “money changers” in the temple had economic implications.

5). Jewish Trial Courts – The Sanhedrian was made up of two trial courts. One was a court of 23 members and the other had 71 members. The 23 member court was the only court allowed to oversee capital punishment trials. This court probably judged Jesus.

Q. What does archaeology say about events of this time?

Archaeology speaks volumes. For brevity’s sake, let’s just take 3 of the more interesting items…


- 1). Archaeological Confirmation of Pilate – Until 1961, there was no historical evidence of Pilot’s existence. However, at that time 2 Italian archeologists discovered a 2 foot by 3 foot inscription in an excavation reading “Pontious Pilot, Prefect of Judea”.


- 2). The controversy over Jesus apparent resurrection - Until 1968 there was no archaeological evidence that anything other than rope was used to crucify victims in Rome during the time of Christ. However, in 1968 four cave tombs were discovered north of Jerusalem near Mount Scopus dated between 200 BC and 70 AD. In the tombs were the remains of individuals whose wrists had been pierced with nails and whose shinbones had been broken – obviously the result of crucifixion. 


- 3). Warning to graverobbers found in Nazareth engraved on a marble slab – “Ordinance of Caesar. It is my pleasure that graves and tombs remain perpetually undisturbed for those who have made them for the cult of their ancestors or children or members of their house. If however, anyone charges that another has either demolished them or has in any way extracted the buried, or has maliciously transferred them to other places in order to wrong them, or has displaced the sealing or other stones, against such a one I order that a trial be instituted, as in respect of the gods, so in regard to the cult of mortals. For it shall be much more obligatory to honor the buried. Let it be absolutely forbidden for anyone to disturb them. In case of violation, I desire that the offender be sentenced to capital punishment on the charge of violation of sepulcher”.

Q. The bible says that it was reported at the time that the disciples stole the body. What’s wrong with that theory? Wouldn’t that offer a reasonable explanation as to the empty tomb on Easter Sunday morning?

This explanation was reported in Matthew 28: 11-15. Before answering this question, we must first look at some of the security precautions that were taken to make sure nothing like “stealing the body” would occur. In fact in Matthew 27:63, we find that the Romans and Jewish officials were well aware of the “rumors” that Jesus promised to rise from the dead after 3 days. 

(1) The Huge stone sealing the tomb – the tomb that Jesus was buried in  was about 4-5 feet high, made out of solid rock with a groove cut in front which was deepest at a point exactly in front of the entrance. A large stone was placed to one side of the grove and held by a block of wood or another rock which when removed would allow the large stone to roll in front of the entrance. A number of years ago a team from Georgia Tech calculated the weight of the stone to be between 1-2 tons to cover such an entrance.

(2) The Roman Security Guard – a Roman guard consisting of 4-16 men was placed around the tomb because of the suspicions in Matthew 27:63. Roman discipline was so strict that a guard would be set on fire if he fell asleep on duty. 

(3) The Roman Seal on the Tomb – this was a wax seal that was placed on the tomb indicating the full weight of Roman authority and the death penalty to anyone found tampering with the tomb’s contents.

The biblical account in Matthew tells how the Jewish leaders bribed the Roman guard into telling their superiors that the disciples stole the body while the entire guard were asleep – offering them special protection from punishment. First of all, if the Romans were asleep, how did they know it was the disciples that stole the body. Equally implausible was the chance that the disciples could overpower or surprise the well armed and trained Roman. Biblical reports suggest the disciples turned into cowards and hid upon Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion. 

Such deceptive behavior by the disciples was against everything that was taught by Christ and opposite of everything we know about the lives of the disciples. To believe that the disciples perpetrated this fraud, knowing themselves that Jesus really did not raise from the dead, and then went out into the world ready to die for something they know was a lie is totally absurd. These men were willing to face imprisonment, beatings, and horrible deaths. None of these men broke under torment and renounced their testimonies. Remember, the picture of the disciples before the resurrection – one of despair and hopelessness. However, after the resurrection, their lives have been dramatically changed reflecting great courage and confidence in spite of incredible adversities

. Q. In biblical times, people were often buried in a common tomb. Couldn’t people got mixed up about the burial place?

This theory is based upon the assumption that Christ’s body was placed in a tomb unknown to the disciples – a common tomb where most bodies of the crucified criminals were typically laid. In 1968 the remains of Yohanan Ben Ha’galgal was discovered in a family owned tomb. He had been crucified. The “unknown” tomb theory disregards all other evidence described in the biblical narratives. The narrative says that a specific person, Joseph of Arimithea offered his burial tomb for the body of Jesus. This could be easily verified at the time when the Gospels were written by members of Joseph’s family that were still alive. Besides, the Gospels also record the fact that the Romans placed an armed guard at the tomb. The Romans certainly knew where the body was and would have produced it if at all possible to kill rumors of a bodily resurrection.

Q. The bible was written so long ago. Perhaps the resurrection story evolved from a legend?

This theory suggests that the resurrection accounts developed a long time after the event took place. Central in this theory is placing the time that the Gospels were written at 200-300 years A.D. This theory would have some merit if this were true. However, every attempt at doing so has failed. Historical and archeological evidence points to the writings being between 50 and 70 A.D. Paul related that in 56 A.D. that many of the 500 witnesses of the post resurrection appearances were alive at the time of his writing. These people would have killed any rumors to the contrary if the story wasn’t true. Paul in I Corinthians 15 appeals to the fact that Jesus’ resurrection appearances were common knowledge and that the majority of the eye witnesses were still alive. Paul’s biblical statement was written at most only 30 years after the resurrection had occurred.

Q. As far as the 500 witnesses go, couldn’t that be a result of wishful thinking or a hallucination? 

That’s actually the most common alternative view to the resurrection story. The APA defines an hallucination as “ a false sensory perception in the absence of external stimulus”. The reasons that this theory is not credible are…

· Only certain people are subject to hallucinations – usually paranoid or schizophrenics. The post resurrections witnesses came from all walks of life – places, experiences, expectations, and moods.

· Because an hallucination is linked to an individual’s subconscious, it is a very personal experience. It would be highly unlikely that two people would have the exact same hallucination at the same time. Christ appeared to over 500 people at one time. Medical and psychological  opinion would tend to think such an illusion affecting so many people at one time would be an miracle in itself.

· Hallucinations tend to coincide with an individual’s expectation. The last thing the disciples were expecting was the resurrection. They had come to the tomb to anoint the body with oil, not to worship a risen Jesus. 

· Finally, hallucinations tend not to end abruptly. They occur over a longer period of time with regularity. The resurrection accounts end abruptly, except for Paul’s experience years later on the road to Damascus. 

This theory does nothing to explain the broken Roman seal, the Roman guards, etc.

Q. Couldn’t the authorities have stolen the body?

The reason for the rapid spread of Christianity under extreme pursecution was because of the resurrection and the historical fact that the body of Jesus was never recovered. To kill the spread of Christianity was simple. Produce the body. The Romans nor the Jewish leaders could do that because the body was no where to be found. If they had the body, they would have readily produced it to terminate the new born religion.

Q. What if Jesus didn’t really die on the cross, but was mistaken for dead and recovered later?

This theory was popular in the 18th century. It said that the disciples too thought he was dead and buried him. However, later Jesus woke up and covered, and went into seclusion. This theory simply does not stand up for the following reasons…

· Jesus went through 6 trials

· Was beaten and stripped of his skin using a flagrun (steel barbs in leather whips)

· Forced to carry the cross to his own execution

· Had spikes driven through his wrists and ankles

· Had a spear thrust in his side

· Four executioners made a mistake in confirming his death

· Unwrapped himself from 100 lbs of spices and linen

· Was placed in a cold damp tomb, instead of killing him, revived him

· Jesus gained enough strength to move the 1-2 ton stone

· He slipped by the Roman guard without any weapons

· Convinced his disciples that he was well and healthy instead of half dead

Furthermore, there is fairly strong post-mortem evidence that Christ did not die of suffocation, but rather from a ruptured heart. When the Roman guard thrust the spear into his side, the bible reports that blood and water emerged. Usually, and individual with good health has about 20-30 cc of fluid in the pericardium (the sac surrounding the heart). In cases of cardiac ruptures, 10 to 20 times that much may be present. The spear could easily have pierced the pericardium, letting out this fluid along with a certain amount of blood. Death in this manner could be so instantaneous that the victim would just merely seem to fall over dead. Jesus’ death seems to fi this pattern as the scriptures describe the way he appeared to dismiss his life abruptly, surprising the Roman guard. 

Q. Seeing that the resurrection is the foundation of Christianity, what do you think is the strongest argument?

In addition to the evidence already presented, I would say the following:

(1) The Christian Church – The development of the Christian Church so quickly in the hostile environment is a phenomenon difficult to explain without a true resurrection event. Remember, the tomb that Jesus was buried was a few minutes walk from Jerusalem. In Acts 2:41 we see that the first recorded sermon after the resurrection 3000 people believed. Shortly afterwards, another 5,000. 

(2) Sunday Worship -  The Jews had been almost fanatical about keeping the Sabbath holy. The Sabbath was observed on Saturday. Doing the least bit of work on the Sabbath was considered a capital offense. The early Christians, mostly Jews, decided to turn their back on all their Jewish beliefs and switch the celebration of the Sabbath from Saturday to Sunday. Imagine the implications! Would the early Jewish Christians actually “risk” such an enormous “transgression” if they did not believe beyond a shadow of a doubt that Jesus was resurrected?

(3) Baptism – The importance of Baptism in the early Church shows how the resurrection of Jesus played such a vital role in the faith of every believer.

(4) Changed Lives – What motivated the disciples towards such a changed life where they could expect no earthly reward, no popularity, but only persecution? They were beaten, put out of the synagogues, disowned by family members, tortured, and put to horrible deaths. They must really have been convinced that the resurrection was a true, historical event in time and space.

(5) Appearance to the Women First -  The bible records that women were the first eyewitnesses of the resurrection. In that culture, women could not testify in a court of law. They were not considered credible. If you were going to fictitiously make up the biblical story, it goes to reason that you wouldn’t assign the first eyewitnesses to be women.

As mentioned, all of the disciples were killed for their beliefs. This is not unique. Many individuals have died over the years for various belief systems. However, the disciples were in the unique position of knowing the truth about what happened on that Easter Sunday. If the resurrection was a hoax or a lie, then someone in that inner circle would have known it. Therefore, why did they willingly die for a lie? It just doesn’t make sense. Following Jesus did not mean promises of earthly wealth, popularity, or power. It meant persecution today, but a promise of forgiveness and life eternal tomorrow.

Q. Although this evidence may be indeed thought provoking, this is still difficult to swallow. Miracles, resurrection of the dead, life after death. I don’t know if I can operate on faith!

I submit you operate on faith 365 days a year ever since you were born. The bible says “faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen”. Do you know exactly how your car engine works? Do you know if the parts are in perfect working order before you drive? Do you know if the other drivers will stay in their lane as they head in your direction? You constantly trust and depend on things to happen where there is a knowledge or information gap. Yet you rely on the things (evidences) you do know and take action. You operate not on blind faith -  but logical, credible faith. That’s what biblical faith is. The difference is the object of your faith. In the Christianity, the object of your faith is the person of Jesus - his promise of forgiveness and eternal life for those with a truly penitent heart. Christian faith is not simply believing a set of facts. It has to be spiritually personal and sincere. After all, the bible says the fallen angels believe, but never indicates they have faith.

